
April 2019

Election Reminder

Seat on MWRA Board of Directors

The election for one of our three
seats on the Board of Directors is
scheduled for May 16 in Canton. If
you would like to be considered,
please submit a letter of intent and
your resume by May 3 to the MWRA
Advisory Board, 100 First Avenue,
Building 39-4, Boston, MA 02129.

As usual, the Executive Committee will serve as the Nominating Committee.
They will interview all candidates at their May 10th meeting and nominate a
candidate to the full Advisory Board. On May 16, all candidates will be allowed
an opportunity to address the full Advisory Board. An election will follow. Please
note that election for the Board of Directors is one vote for each community,
and a quorum of 33 voting members is necessary to validate the election. We
hope you can attend this important meeting and election on the 16th!

---

Advisory Board Family Increases by 1

Congratulations to the Ahern Family!

Travis and Lisa welcomed the newest member of their
family, Ryan Kevin Ahern, into the world on April 18,
2019. Happy and healthy Ryan joins his older brother
Sean in the Ahern household. The Advisory Board is
thrilled for Travis and his family, and we wish them all
a hearty congratulations.



---

Save the Date

Operations Committee Meeting on May 7

The Operations Committee is
scheduled to meet on May 7 at
10:00 AM at the Grand View
Farm, 55 Center Street,
Burlington, MA 01803. The
topic will be understanding the
MWRA’s wastewater system,
and areas to be discussed include how it works, what its limits are, the impacts
of CSOs and CSO flows, and stormwater and the MWRA system. Clearly with
MS4 permits progressing, this is a timely discussion and will require a series of
meetings. We hope to see you in Burlington.

---

FY20 Comments and Recommendations
Preview

Details on the Proposed 3.15% Increase

At the April Advisory Board meeting, staff presented components of the annual
Comments and Recommendations document as a precursor to the June MWRA

http://mwraadvisoryboard.com/event/operations-committee-meeting-burlington/
https://prezi.com/view/Xdn0oUpnCnlTjgKMdyHW/


Board of Directors vote. Staff outlined, in detail, recommendations to tweak the
Authority’s proposed FY20 Current Expense Budget and Capital Improvement
Program.

The Draft FY20 Advisory Board Comments and Recommendations include a
spending reduction of $4.3 million, lowering the average rate increase from
3.74% to 3.15%. Adjustments include:

• $1.5 million reduction on personnel for the staffing vacancy rate, fringe
benefits, and leave balance accrual
• A recommendation decreasing the watershed budget for the first time, by
$500,000
• $1 million decrease on the FY20 interest rate assumption (25 basis point
reduction)
• Reevaluating capital spending for the Wiggins Pump Station which supports
Massport’s Conley terminal. 

The Advisory Board will vote on the final recommendations of staff at the May
meeting in Canton. The approved comments and recommendations will be
presented to the MWRA Board of Directors during their June meeting.

---

New Green Sheet Video

Highlights from FY19 Quarter 3

Check out our latest Green Sheet video providing a summary of spending
through the third quarter of FY19. 

---

https://prezi.com/view/Xdn0oUpnCnlTjgKMdyHW/
https://vimeo.com/333534647
https://vimeo.com/333534647


Board of Directors Meeting Highlights

Metro Tunnel Redundancy Begins to Take Shape

At the April BOD meeting,
Kathleen Murtagh, Director of
Tunnel Redundancy, and Fred
Brandon, Director of Design
and Construction, updated the
Board on elements of the
Metropolitan Redundant
Tunnel System. In addition to
outlining the current status of
the hydraulic analysis, they
introduced the consultant
team that will be providing
program support services for
the project. The role of JCK
Underground, Inc. is to assist
MWRA staff with program-
wide activities, in everything

from risk management planning to rock core storage to budget planning. Learn
more about key personnel on the JCK team here.

---

Upcoming Events

For the Month of May

May 7 | 10:00 AM, Operations Committee Meeting in Burlington
May 10 | 10:00 AM, Executive Committee Meeting at Advisory Board offices
May 16 | 11:30 AM, Advisory Board Meeting in Canton
May 22 | 10:00 AM, MWRA and MWRA Advisory Board Budget Hearing,
followed by Board of Directors Meeting

---

http://mwraadvisoryboard.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/BOD_VS_FY19_APRIL17.pdf
http://mwraadvisoryboard.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Metropolitan-Redundancy-Program-Update-on-Tunnel-Hydraulics-and-Program-Support-Services-Key-Personnel-Contract-7655.pdf
http://mwraadvisoryboard.com/calendar/list/
http://mwraadvisoryboard.com/event/operations-committee-meeting-burlington/
http://mwraadvisoryboard.com/event/executive-committee-20/
http://mwraadvisoryboard.com/event/advisory-board-8/
http://mwraadvisoryboard.com/event/mwra-board-of-directors-33/
http://www.mwraadvisoryboard.com/
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https://www.facebook.com/MWRAAdvisory
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