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Section 8 (m) of Chapter 372 
of the Acts of 1984
The Authority may regulate 
and require the taking of a 
permit from the Authority 
with respect to any building, 
construction, excavation or 
crossing within an easement 
or other property interest held 
by the Authority or in the 
immediate vicinity of a water 
or sewer main or other facility 
which is operated  by the 
Authority. 
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What is 8(m) construction Permitting ?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Section 8 (m) of Chapter 372 of the Acts of 1984 is an Enabling Legislation that allows the MWRA to issue permits to build, construct, excavate, or cross within or near property that is held in interest by the MWRA, with the goal of protecting MWRA infrastructure.   The proponent will likely need to apply for an MWRA 8(m) Permit(s) for any type of construction proposed near or adjacent to any MWRA water or sewer infrastructure. 
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Permit Application



Please make requests to the following email 
addresses for MWRA Record Plan 
information.

MWRAPublicRecordsRequest@mwra.com & 
record.drawings@mwra.com
Renee.Baxter@mwra.com
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MWRA Record Plan information

mailto:MWRAPublicRecordsRequest@mwra.com
mailto:record.drawings@mwra.com
mailto:Renee.Baxter@mwra.com
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MWRA Construction permit contacts

Questions and Utility Requests for a Mark –Out:

For questions and/or utility mark-out requests….
water infrastructure assistance please contact 
ralph.francesconi@mwra.com

wastewater infrastructure assistance please contact 
kevin.mckenna@mwra.com



You may know that the 8m Permit exists to help protect MWRA 
infrastructure but it also acts to help coordinate projects between 
the MWRA and town and cities along with private entities.
• Coordinating town contracts with MWRA 8m Permits
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Advantages to communities
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Construction 8(m) Permit

If any work is located in or near a MWRA easement or interest held 
property, an 8(m) Construction Permit will likely be required. 

 

• 8(m) permits help protect MWRA infrastructure by avoiding accidents that would 
greatly impact those within your community and beyond. 

• Permits are issued to an entity in order to build, construct, excavate, or cross 
within or near an easement or other interest held property. 

 

• Everyone, including Municipalities, Residents, Businesses, Developers, and Utility 
Companies, who are planning to conduct work within a street, easement, or other 
location that MWRA infrastructure is located. 

• Communities not served by the MWRA, but have MWRA pipelines or other assets, 
need an 8(m) permit, too. 

 

           
          
                  
                
        

When do you need an MWRA 8(m) permit?



The permit is called an 8m Permit and the application can be 
downloaded at https://www.mwra.com/media/file/8m-application

You will need to have a plan along with your application that shows your 
proposed work and how it affects the MWRA pipelines.  The fee for the 
permit is $100.00 and needs to be submitted with the application.  
MWRA will review it for compliance and return it to you for signature.
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How does the MWRA’s Permit Process work?

https://www.mwra.com/media/file/8m-application


• MWRA receives 8m Permit application packages by mail or email 
or preferably both.

• MWRA starts the review process and may return comments to 
the applicant which can result in revised plans. 

• MWRA Directors meet bi-weekly to review completed 
applications and plans. 

• After a favorable review the application package is forwarded to 
MWRA Law, than onto the applicant for final execution.
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How the review process works and why it may take some time 
to receive 



MWRA pipes supply water and collect wastewater for 61 
communities and over 3.1 million people.  If these pipe are broken, 
ruptured or damaged it can result in the loss of water and the 
collection of wastewater to residences, business, hospitals, nursing 
homes, schools and universities in your community.  Please help the 
MWRA in protecting its pipes by making sure the following is 
adhered to.  No digging or drilling is allowed within a street that 
carries an MWRA pipe unless the MWRA has been notified and in 
most cases a 8m Permit has been issued.
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Massachusetts Water Resources Authority Water and Sewer 
Pipes at Risk in your Community
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When to Notify MWRA…..
Well installation (geothermal, Drinking water)

Boston Public Health Commission issues 
Well Construction Permits- MWRA signs off



Many projects require a street occupancy permit
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When to Notify MWRA…..
Street opening permit



13

When to notify MWRA…..
Demolition/Blasting
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When to notify MWRA …..
Excavation or Underground work
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Mill and Overlay



Don’t - Dig without an MWRA Permit or MWRA notification.
Do - Contact the MWRA for help locating its pipes by calling the 
numbers listed below. 
Don’t - Access the ground in an area that contains an MWRA pipeline 
which is not covered by a roadway or street.
Do - Visit the MWRA web site for additional information.  
Don’t - Stockpile materials or use the ground area above an MWRA 
pipeline as a staging area. 
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Do’s & Don’ts of the MWRA



Whole Foods 
(formerly Bread & Circus – Cambridge)

Elevated Supermarket 12 ft. above grade, fortified 
40 ft. over Sec. 29 added a manhole for access.
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Damage to MWRA
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Damage to MWRA infrastructure
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Supporting MWRA water main
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